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CITY OF NEWPORT 

HERITAGE PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

MINUTES OF FEBRUARY 9, 2022 

REGULAR MEETING 

 

A regular meeting of the Newport Heritage Preservation Commission (HPC) was held at City 

Hall on February 9, 2022. 

 

Call to order 

 

The meeting was called to order by acting chairperson Leimbek at 5:05 p.m.  Chairperson Bailey 

joined the meeting by telephone at 5:10 p.m. 

 

Roll call 

 

The following voting members were present:  Jo Bailey (participated electronically), Fred 

Leimbek, Bill Sumner and Penny Duff.  Bev Bartl was absent. 

 

Robert Vogel (preservation planning consultant) was also present. 

 

Secretary’s report 

 

The minutes of the December 8, 2021 regular meeting were unanimously approved. 

 

Interpretive signs 

 

Preservation Planner Vogel reported that he had met with Gretta Frey of Visual 

Communications, Inc. in Stillwater, to discuss the design and fabrication of approximately four 

24-by-36 inch all-metal interpretive signs for installation at city-owned historic sites along the 

river.  Ms. Frey expects to have preliminary design specifications and cost estimates for the HPC 

to review at their April 13 meeting.  Vogel advised the commission that his recommendation 

would be for the city to seek funding for the project from the Minnesota Historical & Cultural 

Heritage (Legacy Grants) program administered by the Minnesota Historical Society.  Historical 

markers and interpretive signs are eligible for the Legacy Grants program, which makes up to 

$10,000 available for qualified applicants and does not require grant recipients to provide any 

matching funds.  He also noted that the turn-around time for the state grants was much shorter 

than the timeline for federal grants.   

 

HPC goals for 2022 

 

As part of the commission’s annual meeting, Preservation Planner Vogel provided a brief 

overview of the 2021 HPC work plan before distributing a list of seven staff recommendations 

for 2022.  He explained that the list of commission goals adopted at the annual meeting was 

intended to supplement the duties and responsibilities of the HPC as defined in the city’s heritage 

preservation ordinance.  After discussion, the members agreed to table adoption of the 2022 

goals and objectives until the next meeting to allow members to suggest additional goals. 
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2022 meeting schedule 

 

The consensus of the commission was to continue to hold regular meetings of the HPC on the 

second Wednesday of the month in April, June, August, October and December during 2022, 

with special meetings as necessary.   

 

Election of officers 

 

Chairperson Bailey nominated Bill Sumner for the office of chairman and Penny Duff for the 

office of vice-chairperson; both agreed to serve until the 2023 annual meeting.  Bailey 

volunteered to serve as secretary for the coming year.  There being no further nominations, the 

following officers were unanimously elected by the four voting members present: 

 

Chairperson:    Bill Sumner 

Vice-Chairperson: Penny Duff 

Secretary:  Jo Bailey 

 

HPC field trip 

 

There was discussion of organizing another HPC field trip this year.   

 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 6:10 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Robert C. Vogel 
Preservation Planning Consultant 


